Scriptures March 9, 2025
First Reading

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 NRSV
First Fruits and Tithes

26 When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you
as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall
take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a
basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling
for his name. * You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and
say to him, ‘Today | declare to the Lord your God that | have come into the
land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ # When the priest
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of

the Lord your God, ® you shall make this response before the Lord your
God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. ® When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, ” we cried to the Lord, the God
of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil,
and our oppression. 8 The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs
and wonders; ® and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. 1 So now | bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before

the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. ' Then you,
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall
celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to
your house.



Second Reading

Luke 4:1-13

4 1-2 Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by
the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when the time was up he
was hungry.

3 The Deuvil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s
Son, command this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.”

4 Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to
really live.”

5-7 For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of
the earth on display at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their
splendor to serve your pleasure. I'm in charge of them all and can turn
them over to whomever | wish. Worship me and they’re yours, the whole
works.”

8 Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship the
Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-
heartedness.”

9-11 For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of
the Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It's written, isn’t it, that
‘he has placed you in the care of angels to protect you; they will catch you;
you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone’?”

12 “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord
your God.”

13 That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait
for another opportunity.



