Scriptures: November 24, 2024
First Reading
Ruth 1:8-18 NRSV

8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your
mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with
the dead and with me. ® The Lord grant that you may find security, each of
you in the house of your husband.’ Then she kissed them, and they wept
aloud. 1 They said to her, ‘No, we will return with you to your people.” ' But
Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do | still
have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? "2 Turn
back, my daughters, go your way, for | am too old to have a husband. Even
if | thought there was hope for me, even if | should have a husband tonight
and bear sons, ' would you then wait until they were grown? Would you
then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter
for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against

me.’ * Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth clung to her.

15 S0 she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” '® But Ruth said,

‘Do not press me to leave you

or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, | will go;

where you lodge, | will lodge;
your people shall be my people,

and your God my God.

" Where you die, | will die—
there will | be buried.

May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,

if even death parts me from you!

18\When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no
more to her.



Second Reading
Mark 12:38-44 NRSV

Jesus Denounces the Scribes

38 As he taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, *°and to

have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honour at

banquets! 4° They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance
say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.’

The Widow’s Offering

“1 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 3 Then he
called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty
has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’



