Scriptures: November 17, 2024

First Reading Philippians 4:4-9 NRSV

4 Rejoicel in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice."! ®Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ¢ Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, beloved,¥ whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about! these things. ® Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Second Reading When | am Among the Trees
WHEN | AM AMONG THE TREES by Mary Oliver

When | am among the trees,

especially the willows and the honey locust
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines,
they give off such hints of gladness.

| would almost say that they save me, and daily.
| am so distant from the hope of myself,

in which | have goodness, and discernment,
and never hurry through the world

but walk slowly, and bow often.

Around me the trees stir in their leaves

and call out, “Stay awhile.”

The light flows from their branches.

And they call again, “It's simple,” they say,
“and you too have come

into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled

with light, and to shine.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A4-9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29430a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A4-9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29430b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A4-9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29434c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A4-9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29434d

Third Reading
Matthew 25:31-46 NRSV
The Judgement of the Nations

31“‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, 3 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats
at the left. 3* Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; 3°for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢ | was
naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in
prison and you visited me.” 3 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 3 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3° And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?” 4° And the king will answer them, “Truly |
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family,’® you did it to me.” ' Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; “?for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, 43| was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” # Then
they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” *° Then he
will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.” 6 And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.’
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