Scriptures September 8, 2024
First Reading
John 14:18-27 NRSV

18 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *°In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also
will live. 2°On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me,
and | in you. 2! They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and
| will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to
him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the
world?’ 22 Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home
with them. 2 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the
word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

25| have said these things to you while | am still with you. 2 But the
Advocate,? the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have said to you. 2’ Peace
| leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

Second Reading
James 2:1-10 NRSV

Warning against Partiality

2 My brothers and sisters,® do you with your acts of favouritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?™ 2 For if a person with gold rings
and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty
clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor
you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’,[l  have you not made distinctions
among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? ° Listen, my
beloved brothers and sisters.[YI Has not God chosen the poor in the world to
be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those
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who love him? © But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who

8You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, “You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ ° But if you show patrtiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. ° For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of
it.

James 2:11-13 NRSV

11 For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, also said, “You
shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. 1> So speak and so act as those
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgement will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgement.

James 2:14-17 NRSV
Faith without Works Is Dead

4What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but
do not have works? Can faith save you? *° If a brother or sister is naked
and lacks daily food, ¢ and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what
is the good of that? !’ So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Third Reading
Matthew 22:37-40 NRSV

37 He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 3 This is the greatest and first
commandment. 3° And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.” 49 On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.’
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